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Green Bike Tour bringsrenewable energy message here
September 26, 2006

By Dolly A. Butz, Journal staff writer

"Global warming is real. Renewable energy can reduce global warming." That was the message
David Osterberg, of the nonpartisan lowa Policy Project, and Tom Cook, a University of lowa
professor, hoped to impress upon students Monday at arally on the Briar Cliff University
campus.

Osterberg and Cook are peddling bicycles equipped with solar panels on the Green Bike Tour for
renewable energy, an eight-day, 1,200 mile trip through 5 Midwestern states to demonstrate that
renewable energy is being used effectively and has the potential to make an impact.

Asthe bicyclistsride, the panels gather solar energy for a small motor they use to go up hills.
The bike doesn't go any faster with solar power, but it helps extend the range the bicyclists can
peddie.

"The bikes are awonderful way of demonstrating
another technology," Osterberg said. "It demonstrates
first of al that you can use thisin a commuting way to
reduce your fossil fuel output. The second thing it
tries to demonstrate is that there are lots of waysin
which renewable energy works."

Community and campus leaders joined Osterberg and
Cook in the discussion about renewable energy
outside the Briar Cliff University library.
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and used as a power source.

Kraft said the city has converted its traffic lights to high sodium lamps, which save the city
several thousand dollars annually, and is aso cutting down on energy costs by mowing parks
only twice ayear.

"There are many things we can do to make a difference,” Kraft said. "We hope to have an impact
on the community as well as the environment.”

While lowaranks No. 1 in the country for the production of ethanol and No. 3in the
development of wind energy, State Sen. Warnstadt, D--Sioux City, said there are still more
things the state can do to develop alternative energy sources.

"It'snot just a pipe dream,” he said. "There are quality jobs being created. There isfar more
potential that is yet two be tapped.”

Cook said students can do simple things, such as turning off their computer monitors at night and
turning off lights when they are not in their rooms to conserve energy.

"They don't have to go buy athousand-dollar bike and do something dramatic,” he said. "They
can make alot of choices, to car pool, to do simple things."



